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FOSTER CARE — ABUSE ALLEGATIONS 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [5.16 pm]: Briefly this evening I want to draw members’ attention 
to an answer that I received in question time this afternoon. This is a matter that members will be familiar with 
because I have been pursuing it for some time. It relates to the case of a foster carer in Newman. From the 
information that has previously been provided by the government, we know that the government and the 
Department of Communities is sufficiently concerned about this foster carer in Newman and that the carer is under 
review. A review has been taking place—the technical name for it is a “Carer Standard of Care Assessment”—
since 13 June 2018. Today is 13 September 2018. Three months have passed while this carer review has happened 
for this foster carer. This is significant because this foster carer had a 13-year-old girl in his care. Care of 
The Australian, she revealed allegations that went national and that 13-year-old is no longer in the care of this foster 
carer. How do we know this information? It is because the government has told this place as a result of questions 
that I have asked. The care of that child was of sufficient concern that that 13-year-old girl has been moved.  

The government has also confirmed that this foster carer, who is under review and has been under review for 
three months, is the subject of a restraining order. We know all this from previous information provided by the 
government. On the occasions when I asked those questions about this case in Newman, the government was 
transparent and I thank it for that. However, today I asked about any extensions that have been provided in this 
particular review case. Why would I ask about extensions? It is because the government told us earlier this week 
that, pursuant to its policy, a review needs to take place within 30 days. It has been three months. Remember, this 
is a case in which a 13-year-old girl made allegations. The girl has had to be moved and the foster carer is the 
subject of a restraining order. We know this because the government has put it on the public record in this place. 
It has now been three months since this review started. I asked today — 

How many extensions have been agreed to in this case since the carer review commenced on 
13 June 2018? 

The parliamentary secretary, who was representing various people today, responded and said — 

It is not possible to provide the requested information in the time required and I therefore ask the 
honourable member to place this question on notice. 

The response provided by the parliamentary secretary to parts (3) and (4) of the question I asked might be 
reasonable because they were asking for data about all such assessments that are currently underway in the 
department. I do not know how many there are, so that is why I am asking the question. Maybe there are many 
and maybe it is quite reasonable for the government to say that it could not respond in such a short period. But part 
(1) asks how many extensions have been agreed to in this case. This is a high-profile case that was in the national 
newspaper. This 13-year-old girl has had to be moved to another location. This foster carer has been served with 
a restraining order. The government is sufficiently concerned that it has been undertaking a review since 13 June 
this year. It is now three months since that started. The normal protocol in accordance with the government’s own 
policies and procedures, which it tabled in this place this week, is that it should be done within 30 days, and today 
when I asked how many extensions have been provided in this case, it said that it needed more time to consider 
this matter. How many possible extensions can there have been? 

Hon Michael Mischin: Is this the same minister as the one involved with Roebourne. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: This is exactly the same minister. This is the Minister for Child Protection. All that was 
required today was for one person, out of the thousands of employees in government, to pick up the phone and 
speak to the district director, because the district director is the only person authorised under the government’s 
policies and procedures, which it tabled earlier this week, who can grab this extension information. As I say, this 
has all happened in the last three months. I do not know how many extensions there have been; that is why I am 
asking the question. Surely, if today someone phoned the district director who is overseeing this particularly 
serious matter about a 13-year-old girl who was in the care of a foster carer and who now has a restraining order 
out on the carer, a matter so serious that the government decided to instigate a review over the last three months 
since 13 June, they would be able to answer that question: “Yes, I know about that case. I granted an extension on 
one, two or three occasions and these were the dates when that happened.” They could pick out the file. Surely 
someone must have a hard copy file about this matter that says “Urgent case: Newman—13-year-old girl. Foster 
carer review, restraining order, constant questions being asked by the shadow Minister for Child Protection.” 
Surely someone must have a hard copy file about this and somebody would have been able to pick up the phone 
today and say to the district director, “He has asked another question about it. How many of these extensions have 
you given in the last three months?” But, no, the answer that comes back is: “It is not possible to provide the 
requested information.” That is the answer that has been provided by the parliamentary secretary. How can it not 
be possible for someone in government to pick up a phone? It is possible to do that. It is possible to provide an 
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answer on that part of the question today. As I said, in respect of parts (3) and (4), I concede that it is possible that 
the government might not have been able to respond in the period of time. I do not know whether that is the case, 
but we will find out in due course how many of these assessments are underway. It sounds like there is a lot if the 
government cannot provide the information today. Perhaps that is normal practice, but I do not know, so that is 
why I want to find out that information. 

Earlier in question time today, I think Hon Stephen Dawson responded to a question and said in effect—these are 
my words—“You need to put that part of the question on notice.” He was then able to provide a response to the 
rest of the question. That is what should have happened in this instance. How many extensions have been provided 
in this case since the carer review commenced on 30 June 2018? We know that there is at least one because the 
government told us that earlier this week. I want to know how many there have been and when these extensions 
took place. They have all happened in the last three months. It is impossible to believe that no-one in government 
has a hard copy file about this particular matter, it is impossible to believe that no-one in government has a phone 
and it is impossible to believe that no-one in government today was able to pick up the phone to speak to the 
district director and say, “Open your file. Tell me how many extensions you have granted in this urgent, urgent 
case that involved a 13-year-old girl who had to resort to this.” Imagine being a 13-year-old girl who had to resort 
to going to The Australian to disclose the allegations. As a result, thankfully that girl has now been moved into 
somebody else’s care. Imagine that that is the case and there is a restraining order against the foster carer. The 
government is so concerned that it started a review on 13 June. It is supposed to do it within 30 days according to 
its own policies and procedures, and it has now been three months. Today is the three-month anniversary of this 
particular review, and when the opposition asks how many extensions have been granted in this case and on what 
dates did that happen, the answer is: “Sorry; that has to be put on notice.” It beggars belief! In particular, I am 
especially frustrated about this matter because in order to put this question on notice, I now need to wait until 
Tuesday next week when we next sit. Tuesday next week will be 18 September, and then the government will have 
nine sitting days in which to respond. That means we will not get a response until the end of October. According 
to my calculations, we will get a response on 30 October, because I know how the government works. It never 
provides a response prior to the nine days; it always leaves it until the last minute and provides it on the ninth day. 
We will not get a response until 30 October on something so serious that it has affected the residence of  
a 13-year-old girl who had to resort to taking her allegations to the national newspaper. It was not the opposition 
that did that; it was this girl who went there. Thankfully, she has been moved. The government today was not able 
to pick up a phone and speak to the district director and ask: how many extensions have been provided in this 
matter? I have no confidence in what is occurring with this particular case. 
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